CHECKLIST for when you are the . . . 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE

The devotional time does not have to be a prayer.  It can be used as an inspirational moment or you may choose to have a moment of silence. (prayer/joke/significant thought/moment of silence)
If you choose to do an invocation it should be non-denominational.   Remember that your Toastmaster Club is a diverse group of people.  This diversity should be recognized and considered by the person giving the invocation.

Before the Meeting


Choose to:  
Give a prayer




Have a Thought for the Day 

or




Have a moment of silence

Upon Arrival at the Meeting

Make sure the flag has been placed to the right of the lectern.  (That is to your right when you are facing    the audience).

During the Meeting

After the President introduces the person conducting the Prayer and Pledge (YOU), come to the lectern.

· Stand at the lectern and ask the audience to rise for the invocation.

· After the invocation, turn and face the flag and ask the members to:

              
"Please join me in pledging allegiance to the flag of the United States."

· If you are not a citizen of the host country and prefer not to participate in the "Pledge of


      Allegiance", ask someone else to do the pledge part of the program.  Therefore, after the 

            invocation say,



"Toastmaster _____________________ will lead you in the Pledge.

· When the pledge is over ask the audience to be seated and say,



"Mr. {or Madam) President"

· Always wait for the President to return to the lectern before returning to your seat.

Please note that although the Prayer can be varied or replaced, the pledge cannot.

